Da Costa

Gross Professor of Surgery, a chair newly estab-
lished in the Jefferson Medical College, which
he filled until the time of his death. In his pro-
fessional life Da Costa was particularly known
as a great teacher. He was, as a colleague re-
marked, "one of the last great didactic and clin-
ical lecturers" (J. H. Gibbon, post}. A copious
fund of knowledge, a facility in assembling it
concisely, and an inimitable manner of presenta-
tion made his teaching both popular and effec-
tive. He was likewise in demand for the giving
of addresses, the more important of which were
assembled in Selections from the Papers and
Speeches of John Chalmers Da Costa (1931).
He contributed many technical articles to pro-
fessional journals and he edited several texts,
notably those of Gray in anatomy and of Otto
Zuckerkandl in operative surgery. His great
and unique contribution to the literature of sur-
gery, however, was the textbook, A Manual of
Modern Surgery, General and Operative, first
published in 1894 when he was thirty-one years
of age, and running through ten editions, the
last appearing in 1931. Encyclopedic in its scope
and detail, it was for forty years the most used
text in surgery, and vied in popularity with Os-
ier's Principles and Practice of Medicine. Little
if anything was deleted while in each edition the
significant contributions of the intervening pe-
riod were added, so that it remains a source of
information to a surprising degree. He also con-
tributed articles on physicians and surgeons to
the Dictionary of American- Biography.

Like many surgeons Da Costa had an active
and forceful personality, leaving its impression
upon all who came into contact with him and
particularly his students. He was outspoken at
times to a painful degree, vividly interested in
whatever engaged his attention, and dogged in
his determination. In the closing decade of his
life, physically incapacitated by arthritis, he met
the teaching obligations of his professorship,
giving clinics none the less brilliant from a wheel
chair, acting as a consultant for his colleagues,
and maintaining the personal contacts which had
been of so much importance to others and to
himself. Characteristically, when dying he in-
sisted that he be left among his books in his
library. His death, occasioned by heart disease,
occurred at his home in Philadelphia. In 1930
the Philadelphia County Medical Society estab-
lished the Da Costa Foundation, a fund to pro-
vide an annual lecture before the Society. In
1894 he married Mary Roberts Brick, who sur-
vived him; there were no children.
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DAEGER, ALBERT THOMAS (Mar. 5,
i872-Dec. 2, 1932), Franciscan missionary and
Catholic prelate, was born at North Vernon, Jen-
nings County, Ind., the eldest of the eleven chil-
dren of George Anthony and Frances (Kriech)
Daeger. He was named Anthony. Educated at the
local parochial school and at St. Francis Seraphic
College, Cincinnati, where he was awarded a
baccalaureate degree in 1889, he entered the
novitiate of the Friars Minor at Oldenburg, Ind.,
where, as Friar Albert, he was invested Aug. 15,
1889. He continued his philosophical and theo-
logical studies at St. Francis and St. Clement's
colleges in Cincinnati, at St. Boniface in Louis-
ville, and at the Holy Family Monastery at Old-
enburg. His final solemn vows as a Franciscan
were subscribed at St. Anthony's Monastery in
Cincinnati, Aug. 27, 1893, an<^- ^ie was ordained
a Catholic priest, July 25, 1896, by Bishop Fran-
cis S. Chatard of Vincennes. Serving as a curate
and pastor at St. Stephen's Church, Hamilton,
Ohio, Our Lady of Sorrows at Kansas City,
Mo., and at St. Francis de Sales, Lincoln, Neb.
(1897-1902), he was transferred, much to his
satisfaction, to Pena Blanca, N. Mex., for mis-
sionary work among the Indians with whom
Franciscans had labored generations earlier.

With Pena Blanca as a center, he traveled
on foot, cart, and horse to bring religious serv-
ices and instruction to the Indian and Mexican
mission-stations at Cochita, Santo Domingo, San
Felipe, Cerillos, Golden, La Badja, San Pedro,
Sile, and La Madera. In 1910 he was assigned
to the thirty missions of northwestern New
Mexico centered at Farmmgton. Thus he came
to know intimately the canyons, mesas, rocky
wastes, deserts, lowly huts, and pueblos of the
state even as he was familiar with the Spanish
dialect and the various Indian tongues. Fearful
for his health because of the rigor of his life and
labors, his superiors transferred Padre Alberto
in 1917 to the easier Rio Puerco missions and
the parish of Jemez, N. Mex.

Two years later he was appointed by Rome to
the metropolitan see of Santa Fe, and he was
consecrated by J. B. Pitaval, his resigned prede-
cessor and titular archbishop of Amida, in St.
Francis Cathedral, May 7, 1919. Elevation did
not terminate Archbishop Daeger's labors among
his widely scattered white and Indian flock of
about 140,000 souls who appreciated his unselfish,
sympathetic, and inspired devotion. During his
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